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Best Available Scientific Information (BASI) 
 
Best Available Scientific Information (BASI): “…information (that) is the most accurate, reliable, and 

relevant to the issues being covered” (36 CFR 219.3).  

2012 Planning Rule and BASI (36 CFR 219.3) 

 Requirement: The 2012 Planning Rule requires the use of ‘best available scientific information’ 

(BASI) throughout the entirety of the Forest Plan Revision development and implementation 

process - this extends into the implementation of the ‘Monitoring’ portion of the Forest Plan. 

 
 Documentation: The 2012 Planning Rule requires that BASI shall be documented to include: 

1. “…how the best available scientific information was used to inform the assessment, the 
plan decision, and the monitoring program…” 

2. “…what information was determined to be the best available scientific information...” 
3. “…explain the basis for that determination…” 
4. “…explain how that information was applied to the issues considered.” 

 

Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.12 and BASI 
 

 What constitutes BASI: Not all information used in the planning process will be, nor should be, 

considered BASI. BASI should meet three criteria: 

1. “Accurate. To be accurate, the scientific information must estimate, identify or describe the 
true condition of its subject matter…” 

2. “Reliable. Reliability reflects how appropriately the scientific method has been applied and 
how consistently the resulting information is with establish scientific principles...” 

3. “Relevant. The information must pertain to the issues under consideration at spatial and 
temporal scales appropriate to the plan area and to a land management plan...” 

 
 Additional Guidance: In addition to the 2012 Planning Rule, the FSH 1909.12 zero code provides 

additional guidance on the requirements and use of BASI:  

1. “The rule does not require that planning develop additional scientific information, but that 
planning should be based on scientific information that is already available.” 

2. “…BASI includes relevant ecological, social, and economic scientific information.” 
3.  “…does not dictate what the decision must be.” In some cases, “…there may be conflicting 

scientific perspectives and uncertainty in the available science.” As such, “…decisions also 
reflect other relevant factors such as budget, legal authorities, traditional ecological 
knowledge, agency policies, public input, and the experience of land managers.” 

 


